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South Dakota midwives are trained, certified
nurses
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Certified nurse midwives can practice home births
indefinitely in South Dakota since Gov. Mike
Rounds signed Senate Bill 96 this year.

The law removed a sunset provision in an existing
law passed in 2008. The 2008 law allowed nurse
midwives to set up a home-birth practice, but it
stipulated its provisions would be repealed June 30,
2013.

The law allows nurse midwives to attend out-of-
hospital births in their own practices as long as they
follow guidelines and requirements set by the
state's nursing and medical boards.

Certified nurse midwives are advance practice
nurses; they are registered nurses with a master's degree or higher from an accredited nurse midwifery
program.

South Dakota Safe Childbirth Options wrote the original language of the 2010 legislation, which would
have legalized a more controversial type of midwife, a certified professional midwife, according to
Chandelle Brink, co-chairwoman of the organization.

In order to pass some type of birth-option legislation, the organization rewrote the bill to repeal the
expiration date set in the 2008 law and abandoned the original proposal to allow non-nurse midwives to
practice.

Sen. Larry Rhoden, R-Union Center, said he sponsored the 2010 bill as a favor to some of his
constituents who belong to South Dakota Safe Childbirth Options and as a professional courtesy to Rep.
Roger Hunt, R-Brandon, who sponsored the bill in the state House of Representatives.

Although the bill passed the Senate and the House with little opposition, midwife legislation in South
Dakota has attracted controversy.

Rhoden said he doesn't have a strong opinion about home-birth-related legislation but

acknowledged that many people - specifically, members of the medical community - oppose it.

Rhoden said it was about an individual's right to decide for herself, and, since it is legal to have an
unassisted home birth in South Dakota, it only seems logical to allow families to hire nurse midwives to
assist at their home births.

"That's what it boiled down to for me. We should do something at the state level to accommodate the
folks that do make the decision," Rhoden said.

Before 2008, all advance practice nurses, including nurse practitioners and certified nurse midwives, had
to enter into a collaborative agreement with a doctor in order to practice in the state. But physicians did
not want to sign the collaborative agreements with certified nurse midwives operating home birth
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practices for liability reasons, according to Jeanne Prentice, a certified nurse midwife.

The 2008 law allowed nurse midwives to apply for a waiver from the agreement and set up their own
practices without collaborating with a doctor.

The South Dakota Board of Nursing and the South Dakota Board of Medical & Osteopathic Examiners
oversee nurse midwives through a joint board and approve the waivers, according to Gloria Damgaard,
executive director of the state board of nursing.

The 2008 law was proposed by the state Department of Health and both medical boards, but the sunset
clause was not originally in it, Damgaard said.

"That was a compromise from various stakeholders when we were trying to get support," Damgaard said.

Tracking statistics of all certified nurse midwives in South Dakota who operate outside of a collaborative
agreement was proposed in order to use the data to evaluate the performance of certified nurse
midwives who received the waiver and to re-evaluate the legislation in 2013, Damgaard said. Even
though the sunset clause was removed, data will continue to be collected by the board of nursing,
Damgaard said.

Although it provided the waiver, the 2008 bill was a barrier to midwives considering establishing a
practice in South Dakota should the sunset clause not be repealed. Since 2008, only three people have
applied for the waiver and been approved, according to Damgaard. Only Prentice has a South Dakota
practice; the other two nurse midwives live out of state and act as backups for her.
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